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Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we launch into week 5 of home learning next week, I feel we have made huge progress over the 

past month in getting to grips with the many features of the Google Classrooms and your amazing 

children who have taken working online in their stride. Can I remind you that it would be helpful if 

your child is joining the online live meetings that you try to arrive on time. I recognise that this is not 

always easy with internet difficulties however, it will help the meetings to go more smoothly. 

Today we said goodbye to Mrs Armstrong, who is one of our teaching assistants in Red class and 

teaches French in Key Stage 2. She has worked with us for the past year and has been a huge asset 

to our team.  

Diary Dates 

This weekend is the RSPB big garden bird watch, which is the largest garden bird 

watch survey in the world. We are encouraging children and families to support it 

and more information can be found on the RSPB website which also includes fun 

activities and a chance to sign up and join in at:  https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-

involved/activities/birdwatch/. This is a great opportunity for children to spot and 

learn the names of birds in our gardens and have an increased awareness of the world around them. 

Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week. Miss Baldwin has kindly posted 

daily activities on Google Classroom for us all to enjoy. Monday afternoon 

assembly will be from Oak National Academy, which we will post for you on 

Google Classroom. It will feature pupils and well-known faces discussing the 

theme of Children’s Mental Health Week, as well as ways that children and 

young people can get involved at home. The assembly will be hosted by Blue 

Peter’s Lindsey Russell and CBBC Presenter and Place2Be Champion Rhys 

Stephenson.  

Our usual Monday worship next week will be on Tuesday instead and will be led by Rev Gregg 

Mensingh on the theme of Candlemas.  

We will be holding our Safer Internet Day on Tuesday 9 February 2021. With all of us spending more 

time on computer devices, we feel that it is more important than ever to continue with our annual 

online safety training for children. We will be holding an assembly led by some of our children in 

year 6 in the morning and have activities as part of the days learning. An enormous thank you to Mrs 

Dew for organising this event for us all. 

Some of you may have heard the sad news that Denny Dolton lost her fight against Covid this week. 

We knew Denny as a grandmother to Jack and Harry and Guardian to Mollie, Meggie and Lillie who 

all attended Durley School – with Jack and Harry now in Year 7 at Wyvern. She was also a much 

loved lunchtime supervisor and after school club assistant with us for a number of years. Denny 

always had a smile for everyone and will be hugely missed for her kind heart and generous spirit. 

This week I am sure you would all want to join me in offering our condolences to her family including 

her husband Paul and son Mark, as we keep them in our thoughts and prayers. 

Spring 

Term 2021 



We have been asked by the family if we would be able to make a recording of our children singing 

‘Count on Me’ by Bruno Mars to be played at the funeral as it is a song the family loved hearing 

during our many school events. Mr Male thinks this will be possible. We would be very grateful if 

children in years 4, 5 and 6 would record themselves singing to the song we will post on Google 

Classrooms under ‘Worship’. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGOdxQhgi5Y. Please ensure you 

do not have the music or Mr Mars singing too loudly in the background! Please could the recording 

be sent back to school via Google Classrooms by Monday 8 February to enable us to put it together 

before the half term holiday. 

We wish you all a restful and safe weekend. 

Kind regards 

 

 

Kirstie Baines 

Headteacher 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGOdxQhgi5Y

