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Dear Parents and Carers 

  

What a Year!! I am so proud of our wonderful children at Durley School who have proved themselves 

to be adaptable, considerate, independent, thoughtful and hard working through some very 

challenging times. It is hard to choose my favourite events over the past few weeks as there have been 

so many and it has started to feel like old times. Following several cancellations, we managed to 

complete sports day with RED team winning this year. It was not quite the same without spectators, 

and of course the parents races, but we still had the joy of many children showing us their sporting 

talents 

 

  
 

After last years disruption, staff and Governors have been determined this year to keep the important 

work of the School Improvement Plan at the forefront of our minds with higher quality home learning, 

continuing to drive up standards and supporting staff and pupil wellbeing. Governors have continued 

to monitor standards in all areas of the school alongside our staff.  

 

Our overall school absence has been 3.1% up until 31 May 2021, which is highly commendable and 

well below the Hampshire absence in 2019 of 3.7%. This year all National testing was cancelled in 

Primary Schools. We have however completed tests from previous years to support our need to track 

pupil progress. Despite the Covid-19 absences this year we are delighted with pupil progress in all year 

groups. Our big focus on reading has really paid off with 80% of our pupils passing their Year 1 phonics 

test. I am extremely grateful to Curriculum Committee Governors Mrs Carkeet, Mrs Robinson, Mrs 

Metcalf, Mrs Birbeck and Mrs Parker as well as lunchtime supervisors Mrs Ashton, Mrs Kidson and 

Mrs Cook who have volunteered each week to hear children read. All children in Red and Yellow 

classes have been reading at least once each day alongside their daily class reading activities. I know I 

am speaking on behalf of all staff in begging you all to listen to your children read over the six week 

break to help with a smooth transition back into school in September. 

 

Many thanks to all of the staff involved and the children for their continued hard work. 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils in Key Stage 2 for a wonderful performance of ‘Troy Story’ this 

year. It was extremely funny, with some great acting and singing performances from our pupils. Many 

thanks to all of our staff involved in the production and particularly to Mr Male. We delayed the filming 

of the production to this week, until we had the return of Red class who had been rehearsing their 

songs and actions during their self-isolation as part of home-learning.  



 

 

STAFFING FOR SEPTEMBER 2019 

 

Today we have said Goodbye to Miss Mitchell who has been supporting us in Red class over the past 

few months. We wish her all the best of luck as she starts her teacher training course this September. 

Mrs Fealy has now had her operation and is recovering well. She will be with us in school this Friday 

for our training day and is very much looking forward to returning to Yellow class in September. 

 
A huge thank you to the Durley School Association for their continued hard work fundraising on our 

behalf during what has been a difficult year for us all. They have raised well over £9000 for Chrome 

Books, Sand and water trays and many more items. I am extremely grateful for the tremendous 

support from school parents, families and friends. I know that they have many fundraising activities 

planned for the new school year. If you think you may wish to join their team, please do not hesitate 

to contact me or their Chair, Naomi Onisemo.  

  

As the school year ends and holidays approach, we say farewell to our Year 6 leavers. We have tried 

to make up for some of the events they should have had this year with a trip to Paultons Park followed 

by a BBQ for the children and their parents and an overnight camp on the school field last weekend. 

We were blessed with a warm evening, toasting marshmallows around the campfire, a game of 

rounders against the parents (who won in a penalty shootout), stargazing and not a lot of sleep! 

 

It is with sadness and pride, we wish them all the very best of luck as they prepare to move on to the 

next stage of their education. Many of them started their education together at Ladybirds pre-school 

in Durley and some have joined us in very recent years. Our Year 6 leavers will be going off to Wyvern 

College, Wildern School and Deer Park in September.  

 
 

They will be missed by us all. 

  

 

 

 

 

We also say goodbye to the families who have had a long standing association with the school and 

who will also be leaving us today and thank them for their tremendous support of Durley School over 

the years.  

 

 

 

 

 



INSET days 2020-2021 

A reminder that the day closures for the next academic year are as follows: 

 

Thursday 2 September 2021, Friday 3 September 2021, Friday 3 December 2021, 

 Monday 6 June 2022, Friday 22 July 2022 

 

LUNCHES 
If your child is starting in Year 3 in September, this unfortunately marks the end of the Universal Free 
School Meals scheme.  If you think you might be eligible for income related free school meals please 
do not hesitate to contact the school office. Lunches will be charged at £2.50 per child, which will 
provide them with a varied and healthy selection of hot meals, salad, vegetables, homemade fresh 
bread and deserts.  
 
MUSIC AND SWIMMING LESSONS 
Next term, music lessons for Recorder and piano will begin on Friday 10 September. Woodwind and 
brass lessons will begin in the week starting Monday 13 September. 
A reminder to Year 3 and 4 and 5 that swimming lessons in Winchester will commence on Friday 17 
September. It would be helpful if your permission and questionnaire could be returned as soon as 
possible to enable us to group the children in the first session. 
 
TERM DATES 
The school closes for the summer holiday period today Thursday 22 July and will re-open on Monday 
6 September 2021 at 8:45am. Thursday 2 September and Friday 3 September will be training days. 
 
I will write to you again before the start of the new term with information regarding any Covid-related 
arrangements we may still need to have in place. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff at Durley School for their commitment 
and care for your children over the year.  
 
On behalf of the staff, I would like to thank you all for the tremendous support once again this year 
and for the many generous presents we have received. We wish you all a fun packed holiday and look 
forward to seeing you for the start of the new term in September. 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful summer break, 

Kind regards 

 

Kirstie Baines 

 

Kirstie Baines 

Headteacher 

  


