
 

Newsletter 5        Summer Term 2019    18 July 2019  

Dear Parents and Carers 

  

This has been an unusual end to the school year with even more activities squeezed into every school 

day alongside an Ofsted inspection, Church inspection and writing moderation. As always, our children 

and staff took it all in their stride and rightly received glowing external reports.  Our apologies for the 

number of school events that have had to be re-scheduled due weather and the two short notice 

inspections this term. 

 

Following our SIAMS, church inspection on Wednesday 26 June, we have now received the final report, 

which is extremely complimentary about the collective worship and Religious Education our children 

receive at Durley Primary School. Our thanks to all of the parents, Governors, pupils and staff involved 

with the inspection. If you wish to read the full report, we have uploaded it onto our school website. 

A paper copy can be obtained from the school office. 

 

Some of you may be aware that we have had a therapy dog in 

school for the past fortnight, called Doris. She resides in my 

office and has been visiting classes throughout the day. She is 

six years old and an absolute delight with an aura of calmness 

and positivity that has radiated out across the school. She 

loves children—listening to them read or sitting calmly at their 

feet. We have had strict rules around children handling her, 

which I am pleased to say all of our children have keenly 

adhered to. We will all be very sad to see her go at the end of this week.  

 
Congratulations to all of our pupils in Key Stage 2 for a wonderful performance of ‘Rock Bottom’ this 

year. It was extremely funny, with some great acting and singing performances from our pupils. Many 

thanks to all of our parents and staff involved in the production. 

 

STAFFING FOR SEPTEMBER 2019 

Our class teacher in Blue class, Mrs Proudman, returned from maternity leave after the June half term 

break for two days each week, however she has decided that with three small children she will be 

leaving us at the end of this term. We are very grateful for all that she has done and she will be hugely 

missed by us all. I am very grateful to Mrs Crowley who will be returning to working full time in the 

Autumn term.  

Teaching Assistant Mrs Fealy has been unwell and away from school over the past few weeks following 

an operation. She was due to take up a teacher training course in September, but has postponed this 

for a year and we are delighted to say that she will stay with us. We look forward to seeing Mrs Fealy 

return to school in September. 

This week we also say goodbye and good luck to Mrs Hanratty as she leaves us to take up a Headship 

position at Sparsholt Primary School. We are all going to miss her as she has been a tremendous asset 

to our Durley Primary School team.  



 
This year we are pleased to see that our children have managed to avoid some of the usual winter 

bugs and so we have seen a drop in pupil absence from last years 3.7% to 3.4%. This is well below the 

national average of 3.9%. Let’s see if we can do even better next year! Congratulations to our pupils 

who have managed to remain healthy all year and achieved 100% attendance. 

We are delighted to say that this year we have continued to maintain our exceptionally high standards 
in national tests. 74% of the children in the Reception year group met the Early Learning Goals 
compared to 72% Nationally. 83% of the Year 1 children passed their phonics test, with 39% of the 
them achieving full marks. At the end of Key Stage 1 over 76% of the pupils achieved the expected 
standard in Reading, writing and maths combined compared to 65% nationally. 

At the end of Key Stage 2, the attainment was a similar story with 69% of pupils achieving at least the 

expected standard in all three areas of reading, writing and maths compared to 64% nationally. The 

results were 81% in reading, 88% maths and 88% writing. We are delighted with the consistency of 

our results despite having relatively small cohorts. 

Many thanks to all of the staff involved and the children for their continued hard work.  

Our thanks to you all for your support and to the School Association for their continued hard work 

fundraising on our behalf. A huge well done to the DSA for their hard work over the past few weeks 

to put on a wonderful school fayre this year, and we are delighted to report that £2,500 was raised. I 

am extremely grateful for the tremendous support from school parents, families and friends. 

  

As the school year ends and holidays approach, we say 

farewell to our Year 6 leavers. The children took part in 

the Diocesan Leavers’ service in Portsmouth Cathedral 

alongside 500 children from other church schools in the 

diocese.  Our two eldest Year 6 pupils proudly carried 

our school banner down the aisle at the start of the 

service, with others reading the prayers. The children 

also took along their decorated ‘Bee Canvas’ artwork 

made of recyclable materials as part of this years 

Diocesan project. 

  

It is with sadness and pride, we wish them all the very best of luck as they prepare to move on to the 

next stage of their education. Many of them started their education together at Ladybirds pre-school 

in Durley. This year we have our Year 6 leavers going off to Wyvern College, Wildern School, Swanmore 

School, Brookfield School and The Gregg.  They will be missed by us all. 

  

We also say goodbye to the families who have had a long standing association with the school and 

who will also be leaving us and thank them for their tremendous support of Durley School over the 

years.  

 

Last week, we were honoured to be invited to attend the Botley music festival lunchtime concerts 

which included enjoying listening to an opera singer and a harpist. We were very proud that our school 

band and recorder players were invited to perform in one of the evening concerts.   



 

We are delighted to have received the National Gold School Games Mark Award this 

year for the fifth year running. This award is not just about competitive sport, but the 

work we do to encourage active playtimes, after school clubs and a healthy lifestyle 

with our children.  

 

INSET days 2019-2020 

A reminder that the day closures for the next academic year are as follows: 

 

Wednesday 4 September 2019, Friday 6 December 2019,  

Monday 24 February 2020, Monday 1 June 2020, Wednesday 22 July 2020 

 
Lunches 
If your child is starting in Year 3 in September, this unfortunately marks the end of the Universal Free 
School Meals scheme.  If you think you might be eligible for free school meals please do not hesitate 
to contact the school office. Lunches will be charged at £2.40 per child, which will provide them with 
a varied and healthy selection of hot meals, salad, vegetables, homemade fresh bread and deserts. 
This is a slight price increase, but still very good value for money. 
We have been informed that there is a new Scopay app available to download for your mobile phone 
helping you to manage your payments more easily. This can be accessed by searching for Scopay from 
the app store. 
 
After School Childcare Club Charge Increase 
In order to keep up with increases in staffing costs, the after school childcare club charges will be 
increased by £1.00 per session (please see school website for details). There will not be an increase in 
the cost of breakfast club in this financial year. 
 
Music and Swimming Lessons  
Next term, woodwind and brass lessons will begin on Thursday 12 September, recorder and piano on 
Friday 6 September. 
A reminder to Year 3 and 4 that swimming lessons at River Park in Winchester will commence on Friday 
13 September. It would be helpful if your permission and questionnaire could be returned as soon as 
possible to enable us to group the children in the first session. 
 
Residential Visits 2020 
A reminder that we have 2 residential visits in the coming academic year for children in Key Stage 2. 
Year 3 and 4 will be visiting Home Farm in Beaulieu between Wednesday 26 and Friday 28 February 
2020 and Year 5 and 6 will be visiting the Brecon Beacons in Wales between Monday 9 and Friday 13 
March 2020. We will be holding a meeting for children and parents about the Brecon Beacon trip on 
Wednesday 18 September at 3:30pm in Green class. 
 
Leavers Service 
Tomorrow, Friday 19 July, we will be walking up to the church at 1:00pm for our leavers service in Holy 
Cross Church. At the moment the weather forecast is predicting light rain, so we will walk up to the 
church by road. Please could you ensure that your child has a light raincoat and suitable shoes. As 
always any help from parents with walking the children up to the church would be much appreciated. 
 
Term Dates 
The school closes for the summer holiday period today Friday 20 July and will re-open on Thursday 5 
September 2019 at 8:50am. Wednesday 4 September is a teacher training day. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff at Durley School for their commitment 
and care for your children over the year.  
 
On behalf of the staff, I would like to thank you all for the tremendous support once again this year 
and for the many generous presents we have received. We wish you all a fun packed holiday and look 
forward to seeing you for the start of the new term in September. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

  

Kirstie Baines 

Headteacher 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 


